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NNootteewwoorrtthhyy  NNootteess  

 No more garage sale donations, please! (see 
the story on page 2) And thanks for all your 
support over the years! 

 Interested in saving postage and trees by 
receiving our newsletter via email? Let us 
know: info@friendshomemuseum.org. Or, if 
you‟d rather not receive our communications 
any longer, let us know that as well (via mail, 
phone or email) and we will update our 
mailing list. We never want to be a bother! 
Thank you for your consideration. 

Fall 2008 Volume 6, Issue 2 

TThhaannkkss  &&  PPrraaiissee  

ttoo  TThhoossee  WWhhoo  HHeellpp  

Thank you, thank you, from the Museum Board 
to those members and friends who give of 
themselves to keep things running smoothly:  

 Dot Fausnaugh for her tireless work every 
Wednesday afternoon doing whatever task 
awaits her at the Museum 

 Larry McKeehan for rescuing the basement 
from the flooding caused by a broken pump 

 The American Legion for their kind donation to 
the Museum budget 

MMFFHH  AAnnnnuuaall  MMeeeettiinngg,,  

PPoorrcchh--RRaaiissiinngg  PPaarrttyy  AAuugg..  99tthh  

As noted in our spring newsletter, the front 
porch of the Museum is in dire need of repair. 
To that end, the Board has been diligently 
searching for funding options that will not rely 
solely on the generosity of our members. But 
members can still help! The annual meeting set 
for August 9, 2008, will be a special porch-
raising awareness night. We hope to attract 
media interest and possibly financial aid by 
publicizing our plight. Please join us in a show 
of support for Museum activities. 

A carry-in dinner will open the evening at 6 
p.m., followed by an ice cream social and 
musical entertainment by the Dulcimer Friends 
of Caesars Creek. Local contractor and 
Museum friend Larry McKeehan will make a 
short presentation on the state of the porch 
and estimates of the needed repairs. 

In accordance with Museum bylaws, Board 
Presiding Clerk Milton Cook will present a 
brief overview of the events of the year and 
plans for the upcoming season. Election of 
officers will be held and trustee appointments 
approved.  

Don‟t miss this important evening! This is 
your opportunity as a member to help guide 
the Museum‟s activities. 

EEnngglliisshh  GGaarrddeenn  TTeeaa  PPaarrttyy  

aa  BBlloooommiinngg  SSuucccceessss  

Music and flowers highlighted a genteel afternoon 
at the Museum‟s annual ladies‟ tea party on May 3rd. 
Nearly 120 guests sipped and munched their way 
through a scrumptious three-course luncheon and 
heard a delightful talk by Corwin Peddler owner 
Ann Copple on proper English tea customs. 
Hammer dulcimer and harp music by Loretta Leisch 
and Julie Finley ended a wonderful afternoon. 

The silent auction offered over a dozen eclectic 
items for purchase and raised additional funds to 
help support the Museum. Thank you to all the 
gentlemen who provided non-stop hot water, and to 
the individuals and businesses who donated items 
for the auction.  

Ladies, don‟t miss out! Make your reservations 
early for next year‟s tea. Tables of 10 can be reserved 
for groups and personally decorated for a light-
hearted competition. Individual tickets are also 
available at $15 each. Contact Program Chair Linda 
Morgan at 513.383.0071, or the Museum office at 
513.897.1607, and join the fun! 

  

mailto:info@friendshomemuseum.org
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Volunteers are always needed to help with copying, tagging artifacts, cleaning, tours, and for 
special projects. Active committees include Finance (Bill Stubbs), Membership (Dolly 

McKeehan), Professional Concerns (Cyndi Pauwels), Collections & Acquisitions (Dolly 
McKeehan), Programs (Linda Morgan), Publicity (Cyndi Pauwels), Volunteers (Samantha 

McKeehan), Grants (George Pauwels), and Grounds & Buildings (Chad Bridgman). Come join 
us! Our work is interesting and we have a great time. Call 513.897.1607 whether you have a few 

regular hours or a spare day or two to share. You are most welcome! 

DDoonn’’tt  MMiissss  

WWaayynneessvviillllee  
WWaannddeerriinnggss  

Copies of Waynesville Wanderings: A Video 
Oral History of Waynesville and Vicinity from Early 
Pioneers through the 1970s are still available at the 
Museum for $15 each. This collector‟s item 
highlights many areas of interest from the 
history of our area and will serve as a treasured 
keepsake for many years to come.  

Our thanks to the Ohio Humanities Council 
for their generous funding of this project.  

 

After five years of collecting, sorting, pricing 
and repacking donations for the Museum‟s 
annual Trash „n Treasures garage sale, 
exhausted volunteers have called it quits. 
Unless a new cadre of volunteers steps forward 
to take on this often overwhelming job, the 
2008 sale held May 16-17 will be the last. 

Program chair Linda Morgan and her team 
of dedicated workers have come to realize the 
work involved in putting together this event 
does not provide a reasonable return on 
investment (how‟s that for biz jargon?!). The 
hours spent cleaning and sorting donations, 
organizing the tables, and then manning two 
full days of sale could be better spent. 

Thank you to everyone who has donated 
sale items over the years, and to those who 
have helped with the sale itself. Your efforts 
have not been in vain; we just don‟t have the 

energy left to do it again! 

FFiinnaall  GGaarraaggee  SSaallee  aann  

EExxhhaauussttiinngg  EEvveenntt  

UUnniiqquuee  VViissiittoorrss  ttoo  tthhee  MMuusseeuumm  

OOffffeerr  NNeeww  PPeerrssppeeccttiivvee  oonn  PPaasstt    

May 23-24 found the Museum invaded by 
real live ghost hunters! The paranormal 
investigators from Middletown‟s ParaVizionz 
spent just over four hours checking each floor 
of the home for other-worldly activity. 

Lee Allen and his group were friendly, 
professional, enthusiastic and persistent. From 
9 p.m. Friday until nearly 1:30 Saturday 
morning, they poked into all the nooks and 
crannies of the Museum, took hundreds of 
photographs, and taped interesting noises on a 
modified FM scanner. They left tired, but 
optimistic of their findings, and promised to 
share anything of note. 

So is the Museum haunted? You‟ll have to 
wait for the final report from ParaVizionz and 
their local cable-access show for the results! 
Stay tuned ~ 

 

 

Get your reservations in early for what is 
sure to be another exciting year of Walking 
History Ghost Tours! Museum volunteers will 
share frightful historical legends from 
Waynesville‟s haunted past while strolling 
down Main Street or through the darkness of 
Quaker Hill. 

Tours will be held every Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday night in October (except during 
Sauerkraut Festival week October 5-11) at 7:30 
p.m. and last approximately one hour. Finish 
up the scary evening with a warming stop at 
the Museum for refreshments and a quick visit 
to our three floors of wonderful exhibits.  

This family-friendly event is only $10 per 
person. Reservations are required and can be 
made by calling 513.897.1607.  

 

IItt’’ss  GGhhoosstt  TToouurr  TTiimmee!!  



  

CCuurraattoorr’’ss  CCoorrnneerr  
~ by Dolly McKeehan 

The display of our antique coverlets will end on September 1st.  If you haven't seen these beautiful examples 
of early weaving, please take the time to drop by before we pack them away.  I can't thank Marylou and Larry 
Brown enough for this generous donation to the museum. 

 I also want to thank those who have donated items this spring/summer.  Due to limited space, I can't list all 
items donated but we thank Peg Rice, Kathy Anderson, Milton Cook, Carl Chaney, Linda Morgan, Warren 
Sheehan, Carla Sawyer and Lee Philpott for their donations. 

 With the passing of summer and with fall around the corner, many will turn their thoughts to the upcoming 
presidential election.  That had me thinking about the history of our past U.S. presidents and presidential 
hopefuls, which sent me digging through our archives for related artifacts.  In honor of our right to free 
elections, the museum will have an exhibit of political memorabilia including presidential hopefuls and foreign 
presidents.  Have we learned anything new or changed our voting habits over the years? Come in and see for 
yourself! 

 Finally, we hope you will think of the Museum if your family, church or civic group is looking for an 
interesting outing. Our guided tours offer a great way to spend a few hours with friends. Reservations can be 
made by calling the Museum office at 513.897.1607. Hours remain 1-4 p.m. Sunday and Wednesday and by 
appointment. As always, please feel free to call me if you have any questions or comments on the Museum. 

DDuullcciimmeerr  FFrriieennddss  JJaamm!!  
The Dulcimer Friends of Caesar‟s Creek are 

a loosely-organized group of period music 
lovers. They meet at the Museum from 7-9 
p.m. each second and fourth Tuesday of the 
month for a spirited jam session. Mountain 
(lap) and hammer dulcimer, penny whistle, 
banjo, Bohdran – all old-time instruments, and 
any skill level, are welcome to join in the fun. 

Visit their website at 
 www.dulcimerfriends.org or 
call 513.423.6321 for more  

information. 
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CCaalllliinngg  AAllll  BBiibblliioopphhiilleess  
The Whittier Book Club meets on the third 

Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m., in the 
Museum‟s cozy upstairs courtyard. On August 
19, we will discuss The Pillars of the Earth by 
Ken Follett. We‟re always looking for new 
readers so please join us if you are fascinated 
by the power of the printed word.  

TToouurr  GGuuiiddeess  NNeeeeddeedd  
With the increasing popularity of the Museum's historic walking tours and the ghost tours, we are in need of 

additional tour guides to share the load. It's easy, fun, and a great benefit to the Museum's bottom line. 

The ghost tours, which are our most popular event, are usually held only during the month of October, but 
what a month it is! We hosted more than 700 guests in 2007 and look to add to that roster this year. Tours are 
conducted each Wednesday, Friday and Saturday in October, except during Sauerkraut Festival week. Two 
separate groups – Main Street and Quaker Hill – can be scheduled each evening, and with each tour needing at 
least two volunteers (one to lead and tell the stories, and one to corral stragglers at the rear), we can use any help 
you may be able to offer. The Ghost & Goblet Dinners we work in conjunction with the Hammel House Inn can 
add up to another two tours each Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  

Comprehensive training is provided including sample scripts and the opportunity to work as a helper before 
going solo. Tours last no more than two hours, so the time commitment each night is minimal. If walking the 
route is a problem, we also need hosts to open the Museum for guests to visit at the end of the evening. 

The tours are a wonderful way to showcase the work of the Museum, and they are great fun. Won't you join us? 

This is a small informal 
gathering where each member 
gets a chance to choose a book 
for the group to read for a given 
month. Contact Linda Morgan at 
513.383.0071 for future dates. 



FFrroomm  tthhee  FFrriieennddss’’  FFrroonntt  PPoorrcchh  PPaaggee  44  

AA  HHiissttoorriiccaall  SSkkeettcchh  ooff  WWaarrrreenn  CCoouunnttyy  
~ by Josiah Morrow 

 

    

Prepared for the centennial Celebration at the 
Fairgrounds, Lebanon, Ohio, July 4, 1876, at the 
request of the Committee of Arrangements and in 
pursuance of a Resolution of Congress and a 
Proclamation of the President of the United States 

Warren County was established by an act of 
the first General Assembly of the State of 
Ohio, passed March 24, 1803, and named at 
the same time in honor of the first great martyr 
in the cause of American Independence. The 
act creating the county took effect May 1, 
1803, and with this date the history of the 
county, as a civil division, begins. 

In the boundaries of Warren County, the 
mouth of the O‟Bannon is the only point fixed 
by nature. The northern boundary of 
Clermont, which was a due east line from the 
mouth of the O‟Bannon, had already been 
established, and was made the southern 
boundary of Warren, east of the Little Miami. 
West of the Little Miami, for the south, west 
and north boundaries section lines already 
established were chosen. The county at its 
organization extended eastward to the present 
site of Wilmington, and included no territory 
west of the Great Miami. In 1810 when 
Clinton County was formed, its western 
boundary was decreed to be so fixed as to 
leave to Warren a constitutional area of four 
hundred square miles. On January 30, 1815, 
the territory of our county west of the Great 
Miami was detached from Butler and attached 
to Warren, and at the same time eleven square 
miles of this county extending along its eastern 
border – being a narrow strip about half a mile 
in width – were attached to Clinton.  

The territory thus formed into Warren 
County was made up of parts of three different 

tracts of lands, deriving their designations from 
the manner in which they were transferred to 
the occupants from the Government. First, the 
Virginia Military Lands, including all of the 
county east of the Little Miami; second, 
Symme‟s Purchase, including that portion west 
of the Little Miami and south of an east and 
west passing about a mile north of Lebanon, 
and third, Congress Lands, or lands transferred 
immediately to occupants by officers of the 
government, including the remainder of the 
county. 

 
The first white man on record who explored 

the Miami region, and probably passed within 
or near the present limits of this county, was 
Christopher Gist, agent and explorer for the 
Ohio Land Company of Virginia. Traveling 
with horses, and accompanied by one or two 
woodsmen, Gist passed into the interior of 
what is now the State of Ohio in the winter of 
1750-51. He had a conference with the Miami 
Indians at Piqua, their chief town, and thence 
passed down the Miami Valley to the Ohio. At 
that time the buffalo, whose original range 
seems to have been nearly the whole of North 
America, was an inhabitant of the Miami 
country, and was seen by Gist in droves of 
thirty or forty. “Nothing is wanted,” he wrote, 
“but cultivation to make this a most delightful 
country.” This journey was made one hundred 
and twenty-five years ago, and eighteen years 
before Daniel Boone first saw the valley of the 
Kentucky. (pg. 14) 

  

xx  

xx 

 

 

TTeellll  aa  TTaallee!!  
Have a story of local historical interest you 

would like to share? Period pictures or artwork 
are a bonus! Contact our newsletter editor, 
Cyndi Pauwels, by phone 937.542.9628 or by 
email:  CyndiGuru@GeoTechGurus.com, with 
your ideas.  

In honor of the 205 anniversary of 
the founding of Warren County, the 
following article is reprinted from the 
book Waynesvilleõs First 200 Years, 
published by the Waynesville 
Historical Society in 1997. Copies are 
available at the Little Red Shed 
Antique Shop (85 South Main; 
513.897.6326) and the Waynesville 
Area Chamber of Commerce. 
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MMuusseeuumm  SShhaarreess  iinn  WWaayynneessvviillllee  IInnddeeppeennddeennccee  DDaayy  PPaarraaddee  
The Independence Day parade in 

Waynesville was a more exciting event than 
usual this year – Museum members were on 
hand!  

Dolly McKeehan and Lee Philpott modeled 
period dresses and hats. Jud Yalkut – in full 
powdered wig! – and wife Peg Rice joined 
Samantha McKeehan and nieces Claire and 
Sarah Hafner and Kathleen Raby, along with 
Chad Bridgman and George and Cyndi 
Pauwels, in the back of an antique fire truck for 
a thrilling ride the length of Main Street under a 
beautiful summer sky. 

 
 

 

BBeeccoommee  aa  ffrriieenndd  ooff  

TThhee  MMuusseeuumm  aatt  tthhee  FFrriieennddss  HHoommee  
P.O. Box 12, Waynesville, OH 45068 

Membership Opportunities 

 ____ Student ~ $10/year ____ Individual ~ $25/year 

 ____ Family ~ $35/year  ____ Corporate ~ $100/year 

Additional donation: $______________  (circle one) general fund ~ windows ~ porch ~ other: _________________  

Please make checks payable to WAHCC (Waynesville Area Heritage & Cultural Center) 

The Museum is dedicated to preserving all aspects of the history and culture of Waynesville, Wayne Township, Massie 
Township, and other surrounding areas in Warren County. The WAHCC at the Museum at the Friends Home also 
offers a monthly book discussion group and special exhibits, and is always looking for volunteers. If you would be 
interested in any of these opportunities, please feel free to call the Museum at 513.897.1607 for more information. 

You are most welcome! 

Name: ______________________________ Phone: ____________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________ State: ____ Zip: _______________ 

Charter Life Members do not pay annual dues, but donations are always appreciated, or the membership may be converted to 
annual in order to provide regular support for the Museum. 

 
Yes! I would like to volunteer in the following areas: 

____ copying     ____ mailings     ____ research     ____ archiving     ____ cleaning 
            ____ phone calls     ____ yard work     ____ painting     ____ tours     

____ other:________________________________________________________ 
 

Remember – membership deadline is March 1st. If you haven’t renewed yours for 2006 as of yet, please 
take a moment to do so now. Thank you! 



 

Fourth & Miami Streets 

P.O. Box 12 

Waynesville, OH 45068 

August 

7:  Museum Board of Trustees meeting ~ 7 p.m. 

9: Museum membership annual meeting & porch-raising party ~ 6 p.m. 

September 

 4:  Museum Board of Trustees meeting ~ 7 p.m. 

October 

 2:  Museum Board of Trustees meeting ~ 7 p.m. 

 Wed/Fri/Sat all month:  Walking History Ghost Tours ~ 7:30 p.m. 

No tours during Ohio Sauerkraut Festival week October 5-11  

November 

 6:  Museum Board of Trustees meeting ~ 7 p.m. 

December 

 4:  Museum Board of Trustees meeting ~ 7 p.m. 

6-7: Christmas in the Village open house ~ 1-4 p.m. 

 

  

 

 

 

MMaarrkk  yyoouurr  ccaalleennddaarr!!  
~ All events are held at the Museum unless otherwise noted ~ 

~~  VViissii tt  uuss  oonn  tthhee  wweebb::   wwwwww..ff rr iieennddsshhoommeemmuusseeuumm..oorr gg  ~~  

iinnffoo@@ffrr iieennddsshhoommeemmuusseeuumm..oorr gg  


